Why I Work in an Ethical Business

Buddhasiha

Sometime in the late summer of 2002, a friend of mine was leaving the Ipswich Evolution shop and suggested that I replace him. I didn't really want to at first, I'd worked in retail years before and hadn't planned on returning.

However something drew me in, a sense that working in the shop would be a positive thing to do, even if I didn't really want to! I am to this day very glad that I did, and am still grateful to that friend.

What I found when I joined the team was a bunch of people with whom I shared common interests and values. They had the same thirst for understanding that I did, the same wish to comprehend the causes and conditions that go into bringing things into being.

I had a longing to understand how people had become the way they were. I wanted to know “why is he like this?”; “what caused them to act like that?” etc....I'd found an outlet for this in looking at books on psychology, and then later Buddhism. I'd been inspired by reading the Dharma and had a growing love for meditation. Now I’d found a bunch of people who shared this wish to look deeper. What's more was that a few of them were similar to me in age, which helped me get a sense of brotherhood. I'd found my people.

So in terms of ethics, there are two different applications of ethics that draw me to the shop. There are the ethics of communication, and the ethics of transformation.

What I love about Windhorse:Evolution is that a great many of the people try to speak truthfully and with kindness. There's an assumption that speaking with clarity, honesty and a sense of 'realness' is important. This means I feel a greater sense of trust in people... I can relax more. When the inevitable difficulties do arise, folk are often willing to resolve them.

Secondly, the ethics of transformation. The desire to transform is often a deeply ethical one. I've changed massively since starting work in the shop. I've grown and developed in ways I could never have previously conceived of. I'm a much more confident, happy and ethically minded man. The shop has provided both a supportive and challenging arena in which that transformation has occurred, and is continuing to do so, which I'm very grateful for.

Through the shop, I've made some of my deepest and most enduring friendships with some very fine people. I've worked with men and women who are dedicated to transforming themselves, which has been, and still is a privilege. The growth for me now is in helping to maintain and develop the place for others, so the next generation of Evolutionaries can come and benefit from this magical place.

I can happily and with no hesitation say that I could not imagine doing anything with my life more worthwhile than being involved in a project in which I'm supported to  develop, and in which there's an opportunity to help others do the same.

Long may the wonderful world of Evolution grow and thrive.

